Whiteinch Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Conference Room of Whiteinch Centre on Tuesday 30th March 2010, at 7pm.

1.0 Present:  Gillian Morgan (Chair), Elizabeth MacDonald, Neil Robertson,  Maisie McCrae, Stephen Biagi,  Janet Scrymgeour, John Kerr, Amanda Savage, Councillors Stuart Clay and Aileen Colleran.

Apologies: Cathie Caldwell, Abigail Thomson 

In attendance: Strathclyde Police Officers Forrest; Austen, Strathclyde Fire and Rescue Paul Duffy and Ian Morrison Chief Executive of Whiteinch & Scotstoun Housing Association.

Member of the public: Johanna Henderson.
The Chair welcomed the member of the public to the meeting and introduced everyone round the table.

The order of business was changed to allow the Police and Fire to make their report firsts.

2.0 Minutes of the previous meeting: 

The minutes omitted to record this issue of the fire that took place at Curle Street flats on the 4th February under item 2.0 Police Report.  With the inclusion of this item the minutes were approved.

3.0 Police Report:

Between the 3rd March and 30th March the following crimes were reported.
5 Breach of the peace; 6 thefts; 4 drug offences; 4 assaults (1 serious); 2 house-breaking; 8 vandalism; 2 street drinking (FPN); *14 littering (FPN).

*Figure produced from partnership working with GCSS.

Cycle Kit.  The police extended their thanks for the funding to provide cycle equipment to Community Policing Officers.

4.0 Police, Fire and Housing Association:

Concerned tenants of Curle Street flats have raised with WCC the issue of the fires on 4th February and 2 incidents on 21st March.  The tenants are afraid of a recurrence of the serious fire that took place 2 years ago.  
A prolonged discussion took place between the agencies and the tenant present. It was agreed that the fire is starting in the chute between the 4th and the 6th floor and could be wilful fire raising.  The following actions were agreed:

· A evacuation policy to be prepared 


Action Police and Fire
· CCTV on entry to the building re-educating residents not to just let anyone in







Action HA and GCSS
· Inspection of wear and tear within chute and bin lid mechanisms fitting properly 






Action HA
· Look at feasibility of a sprinkler system over the bins 
Action HA
· Call a public meeting with residents, Fire, Police and housing to be co-ordinated by housing




Action HA
· At the public meeting Fire Service to offer residents individual home safety reports/advice





Action Fire
· Fire to have a strategy to communicate with residents when a fire occurs.  Not knowing what is going on panics people who are in a building that has a fire.  Billowing smoke means residents can’t see what is going on.









Action Fire
The discussion ended by each service agreeing to go back to their line managers to authorise the above actions.

5.0 Whiteinch and Scotstoun Housing Association:

Ian Morrison Chief Executive explained that the Association has 3 housing projects at the moment.

He outlined the New Build Scheme at Fore Street will include 8 flats 4 cottage flats and 3 small houses.  Planning permission has been agreed and demolition will be taking place shortly and building to begin on site in May.

The second site is at Byron Street and is a joint project with Partick Housing. 17 flats will be shared equity to help people who find it difficult to get onto the property market.  The site will have 44 houses in total including a couple suitable for special needs tenants. 27 of the flats are quality housing available at affordable rents.  The completion date is July.

The third site is at Medwyn Street where Dundas Estates are building 12 flats for the HA and will include 2 flats suitable for wheelchair users and l ambulant flat.  The completion date is October.  The association will have built 45 flats this year.

Mr Morrison stated that the HA are negotiating the second stage transfer with GHA.  There are some technical issues to be resolved.  Hopefully by October the HA will be ready to consult tenants as to whom they would like as their landlord.  It is anticipated that, if tenants agree, transfer will take place in 2011/12.
The following questions were put to Mr Morrison:
Will any of the new accommodation have a separate toilet and bathroom? He replied that the HA will put in quality fittings in kitchens and bathrooms but will not be putting in separate toilets and bathrooms as there compromise between cost and space.

Bryon Street – is there any parking included in this new build?  He replied that there is some court yard parking.

Backcourts in some tenement flats require the grass to be re-seeded.  The contractor for the HA cuts the grass but who is responsible for re-seeding?  He stated that he would look into this matter.

What is happening to the Regency site?  He replied that the HA had put in a bid for this site but it was not successful at this present time he does not know who has bought the site.

Was he aware of the infestation of rats at Dumbarton Road from Whiteinch Medical Centre to Palladium Place?  He replied that the HA on any rodent problem would take advice from the Council.

Cllr Clay said he will check out this situation as the pavements are clearly the responsibility of the City Council.




Action Cllr Clay
The Chair thanked Mr Morrison for his time and input and requested that we get a 3 monthly report from the HA.  






Action HA

6.0 Councillors Report:

Cllr Colleran circulated a written report.  It was agreed that WCC should keep up the pressure on the Council with regard to the ornamental bridges in Victoria Park.  It had been brought to her attention that trees in Victoria Park Drive South on the grass verge at the Expressway are going to be felled with no notification to the residents and she has taken up this matter with the appropriate department.
A working group has been set up to look at a winter maintenance plan.  Cllr Colleran is on this group and will raise the issue of no grit bins in Whiteinch.  

The path from Westland Drive gate into the park adjacent to the Expressway is now suitable for wheelchair users.  A request was made for signage showing this.  This path also requires to be swept as it is muddy which makes it difficult for wheelchair users to manoeuvre their chairs.
                 

Action Cllr Colleran
Cllr Clay explained that the Council are getting more funding for re-cycling bins and he will put a request for Curle Street flats.  He informed us of a pilot food re-cycling scheme at the Kingsway flats run by volunteers and he will keep us updated on its progress.

There was further discussion of the ongoing rat problem affecting the premises on Dumbarton Road.






Action Cllr Clay
6.2 Questions to Councillors

6.3 Still no notification of bin collection changes – she will look into this matter. 

6.4 It was pointed out that the area around Whiteinch Primary School 20’s Plenty road signs are not flashing. Cllr Colleran will look into this and informed us that 20’s plenty road signs in areas of city will become mandatory making the limit enforceable by law.

6.5 Fly tipping should not rely on members of the public to phone.  Could city employees when going about their daily duties not report them to the appropriate department?  

6.6 Underpasses at the Expressway.  Would it be possible for the Green Cleaning Machines to include the underpasses in their work schedules?
6.7 There is flooding at 9 Glendore Street due to a blocked drain.

6.8 Split of approximately 6” on cycle track at back of new houses – Who is responsible for this?





Action Councillors
7.0 Matters Arising from previous meeting:

7.1 Fossil Grove update:  The Council hopes to re-activate the Trust and have re-confirmed Baillie Jean McFadden and Cllr Aileen Colleran as elected members on the Trust.  Neil Robertson has put his name forward to become a member of the Trust.  

7.2 Grant application for police cycling clothing – need receipt by 15th April and report on effectiveness on hold until after the summer.

7.3 Gala Account: Both Sandy and Diane has resigned.  Gillian and Stephen have agreed to be signatures on this account.

7.4 Friends of Victoria Park:  A notification of which trees have to be removed has been posted onto the park gates. 
 A member has asked if it is possible to ‘Adopt a Tree’.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to LES asking this question.




Action Maisie
8.0 Planning and Licensing:

8.1 Tesco has been refused a license to sell alcohol at Westburn Filling Station; however they are able to appeal within the next 12 months.  There has been no further communication regarding Esso signage lighting.

8.2 Joint Community Council meeting to discuss Sainsbury’s application.  Only Partick and Whiteinch CC were represented at the meeting and it was agreed that each would appeal on their own behalf when it gets to that planning stage.  The chair felt we would need planning advice to object and suggested that we subscribe to Planning Aid.  This was agreed.









Action Gillian & Stephen

9.0 Correspondence:

9.1 Transport – traffic situation on 12th April at Partick Burgh Hall from 7 to 9pm.

9.2 Community Council’s discussion Group to be held in the Parish Halls on Saturday 10th April at 9am.
9.3 Neil attended Glasgow Climate Strategy and he found it most informative on the reduction of carbon emissions.

10.0 AOCB:

10.1 It was agreed that we should compile a list of phone numbers and circulate this round members.







Action Maisie

10.2 Jordan Street Park – Concern was expressed that new fencing if not carried to the old edge of the park will make the park considerably smaller.  It was agreed that Kathleen Harvey should be consulted on this matter.  If she gets no satisfaction then she should contact Cllr Clay.





Action Maisie
11.0 Date and time of next meeting:

The next meeting will take place Tuesday 27th April 2010 at 7pm in Whiteinch Centre.
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