Whiteinch Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Conference Room of Whiteinch Centre on Tuesday 26th January 2010, at 7pm.

1.0 Present:  Gillian Morgan (Chair), Elizabeth MacDonald, Neil Robertson, Abigail Thomson, Maisie McCrae, Stephen Biagi, Neil Robertson, Cathie Caldwell, Councillor Aileen Colleran.

Apologies: Janet Scrymgeour, John Kerr and Amanda Savage

In attendance: Strathclyde Police Officers Insp Jim Haddow and Sgt Alistair Reid.

The order of business was changed to allow the Police to make their report first.

2.0
Police Report:

Between 26/12/2009 and 25/01/2010 there were 42 crimes recorded.  Out of these 18 crimes were detections’.  Overall detection rate = 42.9%.
Crimes of note:

6 thefts; 1 theft of motor vehicle (detected);1 theft of pedal cycles; 8 vandalisms; 6 crimes of disorder (Breach of the peace/assaults); 8 Road traffic offences (red light, parking on crossings, careless driving etc.); 3 drug offences – one person reported for supply offences Class B.

The Inspector reported that the Police are holding 2 surgeries per month between 1 and 3pm in Whiteinch/Scotstoun.  The first one was held in Whiteinch Centre unfortunately no one attended.  A poster will be circulated with February surgery dates.  He also reported that the Policing Plan has been updated and that 190 residents had completed a Police questionnaire from Whiteinch. 
The new Divisional Commander is Bernard Higgins and Chief Inspector is George Nedley for the West area.

3.0 Election: 
Amanda Savage was duly elected.

4.0 Minutes of the previous meeting:

Were approved.

5.0 Matters arising:

5.1 Grant application for £1,001 to West Area Committee for police bike clothing was approved.  Also approved was £9,365 to Whiteinch & Scotstoun Housing to start an overall programme for the installation of security gates for two sections of Gleneagles Lane South from Methill Street to Henrietta Street. Maisie also reported that at the West Area Committee The Handyperson Service was highlighted that this service is available to any person aged 65 and over, excluding GHA tenants who requires assistance in their own home.  The service can change fuses, plugs, washers, light bulbs, some alarm batteries, hang curtains and minor household repairs. The West office is in 35 Church Street, Partick, telephone number 0141-276-3100.
5.2 Walkabout Whiteinch with Councillors K. McLean and S. Clay.  WCC members pointed out areas where it would be good to have planters on display during the summer months.  It was pointed out that the slope of ramps at the Library were not suitable for people in wheelchairs.  To reduce the slope of the ramps would be cost prohibitive.  It was suggested that a ramp round the tree in the park on the path running alongside the expressway would allow wheelchair access.  Officers are looking at this proposal. Concern was again expressed about the overflowing seepage from the grounds of Whiteinch library on to the ramp. Neil Robertson who has worked in engineering pointed out that the pump designed to remove the water was not switched on. Neil reported that the ramp surface was so icy during the recent bad weather that he felt it to be unsafe to walk on. Councillor Colleran agreed to act on this.









 Action Cllr Colleran 
Horror was expressed at the use of the former scrap yard on Scotstoun Street adjacent to the cycle track and Lomax as an unlicensed tip and as a site for outdoor drinking since the security gates have been removed. This is railway property but the current lease holder is unknown. Cllr McLean agreed to investigate. 






Action Cllr McLean
5.3 Gala Accounts have now been finalised.
5.4 Website:  Abigail hopes to have something up and running by February.   








Action Abigail
5.5 Update on LES Projects: Work has commenced on play and kickabout area at Curle Street flats. Jordan Street Park – work will not commence in February as planned.  Cllr Colleran assured the meeting that the funding for this Project is secure until the Park renovations are complete.

6.0 Reports:

6.1 Cllr Colleran reported that she had received a Speed road accident analysis 1994-2009 showing that there had been no accidents from the tunnel slip road onto Dumbarton Road.

6.2 Cllr Colleran reported Words for Whiteinch were also granted an award at the Partick West Area Committee.

6.3 She was aware that NO grit bins in Whiteinch had caused problems during the severe weather.  She understood that North facing pavements were a particular problem.  It was suggested that maybe the population of elderly should be taken into account when gritting plans are made up.  Cllr Colleran will be taking this up with her colleagues on a fairer division of gritting roads and pavements.
6.4 Cllr Colleran reported that the Council has made additional money available to fill in potholes.  Plans for this will discussed at area committees throughout the city.

WCC members questions to Cllr Colleran:

Can we have 20’s plenty signs for Inchlee Street and surrounding Streets?

Red brick, for slowing traffic, at Primrose Court is being used by residents as a pedestrian crossing – someone was killed there last year.

2 Fridges at 1195 Dumbarton Road Bicycle shed and 1 fridge in Haylyn Street.

Cllr Colleran will look into these matters.


Action Cllr Colleran
7.0 Friends of Victoria Park:

7.1 Abigail reported that the first meeting took place on Tuesday 1st December and it was well attended.  The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 9th February at 7pm and an officer from LES will attend at 8pm to give an update on the Whitebeams disease and removal programme.

7.2 Maisie informed the West Area Committee that the first meeting had taken place and noted that the Friends of VP will be a standing item on future agendas.

7.3 After some discussion it was agreed that WCC will pay for the rental of a room in Whiteinch Centre until the Friends of VP get themselves established.

8.0 Planning and Licensing:

8.1 Harbour Development:  A letter was sent to Tom McInally saying that we did not want 10,000sq metre Supermarket at the Whiteinch end of the Harbour Development.   Tom McInally replied registering his disappointment.

8.2 As this proposed supermarket affects other Community Councils, Councillor Colleran offered to host a meeting with all Community Councils concerned.  This was agreed.






Action Cllr Colleran

8.3 A Housing application has been received for Fore Street site.  Concern was expressed regarding access for cleansing.  No objections
8.4 An application was received for full illumination for the Esso signage on Dumbarton Road.   As it was agreed that the present level of illumination was sufficient and that an increase in the level would  cause nuisance to neighbouring households  as well as having an adverse impact on the amenity of the Victoria Park Conservation it was decided to object to the application.  

Action Gillian

8.5 At the West Area Committee there was £13,167 RES funding allocated to the housing project at Byron Street.  After discussion it was agreed that this funding could be used in Victoria Park.

9.0 Correspondence:

9.1 Planning Aid Training Saturday 20th February in the Parish Halls

9.2 Gambling Act 2005 – Statement on Licensing Policy Consultation on 2nd version

9.3 Community Sports & Physical Activity Forum Launch Monday 18th Jan

9.4 Invitation to send a representative to Royal Garden party – send letter declining invitation








Action Maisie

9.5 Community Council’s Discussion Group Meeting Saturday 13th February

10.0 Date and time of next meeting:

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 23rd February at 7pm.
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