Whiteinch Community Council

Minutes of the meeting held in the Conference Room of Whiteinch Centre on Tuesday 27th April 2010, at 7pm.

1.0 Present:  Gillian Morgan (Chair), Elizabeth MacDonald, Neil Robertson, Maisie McCrae, Cathie Caldwell, Abigail Thomson Janet Scrymgeour, John Kerr.

Apologies: Stephen Biagi, Councillor Kenny McLean.

In attendance: Strathclyde Police Officers M Young; J Munro.

2.0 Police Report:

Between the dates of 27/03/2010 and 27/04/2010 there were 43 crimes recorded.  Out of these 20 crimes provided detection.  Overall detection rate = 47%.  The following crimes were reported: 14 Thefts (shop lifting, motor vehicles, pedal cycles); 3 Traffic offences (mobile phones, red lights)*; 8 Vandalisms*; 2 Common assaults; 5 Breach of the Peace*; 10 Breach of Bail (same person); 1 Attempted housebreaking. *Note that many of these offences are dealt with by way of fixed penalty and so are not recorded.
The fires in Curle Street flats recorded in the minutes was brought to the Polices attention and asked if they were aware of any plans regarding an evacuation policy.  PC Munro reported that they now have a new Sgt Alistair Reid and he will pass on the minutes to him for action.






Action Police
Neil Robertson reported to the Police that a further 2 Fires has taken place on 12th and 22nd April. He was also able to report that the Housing Association are organising a public meeting in partnership with Police and Fire to try to resolve the fire raising and vandalism.

WCC Issues raised with Police: Vandalism to parked cars (parking area behind Barratt houses on Dumbarton Road) and groups of youths gathering on cycle track and surrounding streets.






      Noted
The Police reported that they had attended a New Church Group called West Glasgow New Church which meets in Somerfield Hall, Smith Street and that they are hoping to work with the young people of Whiteinch.  The contact is a Mr Ian Robertson.  It was agreed that the CC contact this person and invite them to a future meeting.











Action Gillian 
3.0 Minutes of previous meeting:
An email received from Ian Morrison Chief Executive of Whiteinch & Scotstoun Housing Association was read out to clarify the points he made regarding GHA and timescales.  This was noted and the minutes were approved.

4.0 Matters Arising:

4.1 Rats: Holes in the pavement have now been filled in.  Hopefully this will alleviate the situation.

4.2 Potholes:  A list of potholes in the area has gone to LES Roads Department.

4.3 Fly Tipping:  If you see any fly tipping please report it.

4.4 Trees in Victoria Park:  Trees with red dots are being felled and scheduled to be completed within the next few weeks.  Chestnut and Lime trees in Victoria Park Drive south are also coming down as they are decayed or posse a threat.
A member had asked at the last meeting about adopting a tree.  This is possible and it costs £256 and recommends that you adopt a Rowan or Silver Birch.  This information was passed onto the member.

Concern was expressed at the trees cut down by the developers at Church of Scotland owned Victoria View on Westland Drive and members asked if it is planned to reinstate with new trees once the work is complete It was noted that the pillars have been removed from the entrance will they too be reinstated?  Neil agreed to look into this matter on our behalf.











Action Neil

4.5 Water ingress at 1395/97 Dumbarton Road.  Gillian attended a meeting with W&S Housing Association, the proprietor, Jim Coleman and a structural engineer from Glasgow City LES department.  Water is leaking from the pavement into the basement beneath and there is a dispute as to who is responsible for rectification. W&S Housing Association is involved as they are the factors and have given their opinion to the shop owner. We will hear the outcome in due course.

4.6 The Old Bakery in Fore Street:  The demolition of the bakery is on hold due to live gas pipes.
4.7 Fossil Grove:  The roof of the Fossil Grove building is leaking and it is estimated to cost over £30,000 to repair and the question is who is going to pay for this.  The Fossil Grove Trust is at present being reinstated and scheduled to meet on 26th May.
Maisie expressed concern that there are not enough independent Trustees. The resurrected Trust is to include 3 Councillors 3 professionals (one of which is in Australia and will eventually resign) and no local representation.  Decisions have to be made on what is best for the Fossil Grove and not what is best for Glasgow City Council and their strained budgets.

At Maisie’s request the Fossil Grove issues have been added to agenda of the next meeting of the Partick West Area committee which meets on May27th.

5.0 Boundaries:

5.1 The proposals we put forward are still agreed. However, concern has been expressed by Thornwood CC and an invitation was made inviting a representative to attend their next meeting on Monday 3rd May to discuss the proposed changes.  Gillian and Maisie agreed to attend their meeting.

Action Gillian & Maisie

6.0 Reports:
Cllr McLean reported the following:  He has managed to get the lights reinstated in front of Somerfield Cottages with LED lights that will last for 12 years.

The disabled access sign is now in place at the Westland Drive/Expressway entrance.

Firstly there were 2 caravans and then there were 3 – 2 have moved and only one remains.  The car that tows it is beside it but unattached.

Items for Cllr McLean:  Part of the path that is now disabled accessible still has patches of mud and can be very slippy.  
Underpass at Whiteinch Library has been grafitti’d and full of litter.

Railings in Victoria Park can they be painted?

6. 1 Friends of Victoria Park:

Friends of Victoria Park:  A membership system has been agreed at £1 per person and £5 for affiliated groups such as schools, churches and local businesses.  There next meeting will take place on 1st June at Whiteinch Centre at 7pm.

6. 2 City Plan 3:

Gillian attended a community councils’ discussion group where City Plan 3 was the second item on the agenda and she reported that City Plan 2 is now up and running and that community input is now being sought in the preparation of City Plan3 In City Plan 2 there is considerable road development within Whiteinch area.  It was agreed that we should invite one of the planners/designers to attend our June meeting.


Action Gillian
7.0 Planning and Licensing:

7.1 The Harbour Development has submitted outline planning permission for a supermarket on South Street opposite McHarg’s.  It was agreed that we should put in an objection on the following grounds:

 It clearly states in the City Plan 2 that there should be a supermarket at the Beith Street site so if another large supermarket were to be built at the west end of the Harbour Development there would be overprovision which would be detrimental to local shops, Concern was also expressed regarding traffic and traffic management.  If traffic lights are put in at Sawmill roundabout there could be 5 or 6 sets of traffic lights, it would take pedestrians a considerable time to get from one side to the other.  We have joined Planning Aid and a member of their team is assisting Gillian to prepare an objection.  When the objection is complete it will be circulated to members. The committee thanked Gillian for the considerable time and effort she has spent on this issue.








Action Gillian
7.2 Premises Licence application for 1365/1367 Dumbarton Road.  It was agreed that we should object on the same grounds we used in objecting to the TESCO application for an off licence at their premises at Westburn Filling Station 

Action Gillian
7.3 Back courts 67-69 Medwyn Street upgrading.  No objections.

7.4 Rear back extension for Victoria Park Street.  No objections

8.0 Date and time of next meeting:

The next meeting will take place on Tuesday 25th May 2010 at 7.00pm.
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