Whiteinch Community Council 

Minutes of meeting held in the Conference Room of Whiteinch Centre on Tuesday 25th August 2009 at 7.00pm.

1.0
Present: Gillian Morgan (Chair), Elizabeth MacDonald, Janet Scrymgeour, Neil Robertson, Cathie Caldwell, Maisie McCrae, Mary McGregor, Abigail Thomson, Stephen Biagi, Cllr Stuart Clay.

Apologies:  John Kerr, Ryan Galbraith D/ton Corridor Project, Cllr Aileen Colleran.

In attendance:  Bert De Jong from Land and Environmental Services; Alex Hewetson CCRC; Strathclyde Police James Munro and Sgt Johnston.

Members of the public: Kathleen Harvey; Victoria Mathews, Sadie Latta.
2.0
Approval of previous meeting:

The minutes to be amended to read item 4.0 line 4; dedicated football area at Curle Street and in future look at a football area at the old railway siding.  Also in the last line of this item, remove the word ‘the’ and insert Victoria Park.  It was also pointed out that blaize should be spelt as blaes.  With these amendments the minutes were approved.

3.0
Reports:
3.1
Police:  Police Constable Munro reported the following crime statistics from July 28th August 25th 2009.  55 crimes reported with a detection rate of 43.6% - Thefts 9; Vehicle crime 3 this was cars broken into to steal mobile phones, sat navs.; Assaults 1; Road traffic 2; Disorder 8 this includes Breach of the Peace, drinking in public and urinating; Drugs offences 3; Vandalism 7; Theft by housebreaking 10.  He asked members not too leave valuable items in their cars and to notify neighbours when they are going on holiday.

PC Munro stated that there are now 15 Community Police Officers and 2 Sgts in the area.  All photographs of the Community Police Officers are on the Strathclyde Police Website.  Police will be in the area to seek the views of the community on what they think of the police service that they receive as part of their annual survey.
Cllr Clay pointed out that collaborative work between Police, Community Safety, Housing Association and residents was being carried out in Gleneagles, Methil St and Henrietta St Lanes to find funding for gates.

3.2
Community Council Resource Centre: Alex stated that there are 32 Community Councils active in Glasgow and involved in boundary changes discussion.  He pointed out on the map the proposed changes to our area.  There were no problems with extending our boundary to the Sawmill roundabout to include, Byron St, Incholme St and Hamsworth St.  It was also agreed that Primrose Court should be included in Whiteinch.  Harland Cottages and that area we feel as a CC we are not representing and perhaps they would be better to be represented by Scotstoun Community Council.  Cllr Clay expressed concern that this area would then be under a different area committee and outwith Partick West Ward 12 and may cause confusion. It was agreed that we should think again about this area and have further discussions before a final decision is made.  Alex noted the situation.  He then outlined that CC’s have 4 discussion groups each year and the next discussion group will take place on Saturday 19th September on Community Planning.  Jim Gray head of Community Planning will be explaining how Community Planning works.  CCRC has created a website and again CC’s are invited to attend a session on Saturday 10th October on How to Create a Website and its administration.  He also informed us of a Pilot Electronic Noticeboard Scheme that is being piloted in Hillhead Library, Battlefield Job Centre and in the East End Westgate Centre. Alex outlined a further information session on the legalities of Galas, Fetes, licensing arrangements which will be held on Saturday 7th November.  All these training events take place in the Parish Halls George Street, Glasgow.










Action Alex
3.3 Land and Environmental Services:  Mr Bert De Jong was welcomed back to update members on items discussed at the last meeting.  He firstly apologised for not having the area cleared at Jordan Street Park, but he assured the meeting that the fence will be moved, the area made safe and all rubbish and fly tipping removed by this coming weekend.  

Bridges at Victoria Park:  He has looked into this and the cost will be £30,000 for 2 bridges.  Unfortunately there is nothing in the budget for this year or next year. Cllr Colleran has agreed to speak to the appropriate officials regarding this matter.









Action Cllr Colleran
Curle Street Multipurpose area:  Bert produced a poster showing us what a multipurpose area looks like.  There will be no additional lighting.

Activities within Victoria Park: Bert has spoken to his colleagues and the old putting green area is not a suitable site for Mountain Biking.  However the Crazy Golf area would be ideal for and outdoor gym for older people.  There was confusion over the toddler’s area around the blaes pitch.  It was then suggested that a better site for this would be the old pony ride circuit.  It was agreed that it would be best if Bert met with members of the CC in the park to look at all the possibilities.  









Action Bert De Jong & CC’s
Trees in Victoria Park:  There are 59 Whitebeam trees to be removed in the park suffering from a fungal infection.  Bert knew about this and was able to explain that this is problem for this particular species of Whitebeam and that the Whitebeam would be replaced with a different species of Whitebeam.  This would keep the uniformity of the avenues of trees.  Other parks in Glasgow have had to remove Whitebeam trees.  After much discussion it was agreed that would ask Mr Gillespie or someone from his department to come to our next meeting to explain about the trees and the renewal programme.







Action Gillian
One member suggested that hedges would be planted along the railing of the park that borders the Expressway thereby cutting down sound and absorbing carbon emissions.  It was felt that this idea may be costly due to planting and maintenance.  It was agreed that meeting be arranged with the Park Manager Adam Moffitt.  There was also a further suggestion that public meeting should be held to discuss all the issues pertaining to Victoria Park.




Action Gillian & Maisie

3.4 Cllr Clay:  Reported that Go Ape will not be happening in Pollok Park.  A windfarm is planned for Cathkin Braes this will mean that Glasgow will be one of the first cities to own their own windfarm.  The Glasgow City Council is looking at an air quality management plan to meet European clean air standards.  He also reported that the new application submitted by Tesco will be considered under the new planning procedures of 3 months consultation with communities.  They will speak directly to Partick Community Council.  Traffic problems still have to be answered and no information on potential flood prevention.  Cllr Clay suggested that we write to DRS to make our feelings known and write to developer.  One of our members has already made comments at the presentation in the Library.
4.0
Matters Arising from Previous Minutes:

4.1
Jordan Street Park dealt with earlier.

4.2
Railway Bridges.  New drainage systems have been put in place, there is still a little leakage but they are greatly improved.  Letter of thanks to be sent to Council.










Action Gillian

4.3 
Victoria Park underpasses. 2 underpasses on the current list for relighting are one at Broomhill Terrance and the one a Victoria Park Dr South (near Inchlee St).
4.4
Christmas Lights.  Elizabeth contacted Ian McNab but unfortunately there is no money available.  If we find funds Glasgow City will install them.

4.5
Ownership of Whiteinch Centre.  This has now been passed, including the land to Whiteinch Community Association.

5.0 
Planning and Licensing:

5.1  Street Traders Licence Ref 12826 on East Side of Ferryden Street.  There are only 2 grounds that you can object to this type of Licence are character of the Licensee and nature of vehicle.  No grounds to object.

5.2
Victoria View 21 Westland Drive – 2 applications.  One is for the Church of Scotland to build a ‘Rainbow’ as an Annexe to the main building.  The other application is from The New Housing Association for 13 flats.  No objections.  The chair has requested a copy of the plans.
5.3
 1339 Dumbarton Road to supply microwave hot food.  It was agreed that we feel there is a sufficient supply of hot food in that block with 4 hot food outlets already operating. Check with planning re Glasgow’s recommended number of food outlets in one block and send letter of objection.
5.4
Extension to existing sun lounge at number 75 Victoria Park Drive South.  No objections.

6.0
WCC Business:

6.1
Community Councils’ Discussion Group. Gillian and Amanda attend and found it o be very interesting.

6.2
Whiteinch Gala Accounts are still not completed to the satisfaction of Glasgow City Council.  The outstanding receipts are being collected and will be submitted to the Area Committee.  The chair has been assured that these accounts will be completed by September.

6.3
Website Administrator.  Abigail has agreed to be the main Website Administrator with Maisie as backup.  

6.4
Community Reference Groups.  Gillian is unable to attend these meetings, but if the officers agree she will happily read papers and respond accordingly.

6.5  Abigail handed out copies of Friends of Victoria Park Constitution and membership forms.  It was agreed to speak to Cllr Colleran to see if this item could be put on the Agenda of the Partick West Area Committee or discussed at one of the CCRC meetings.









Action Gillian & Maisie
As we had run out of time the Chair closed the meeting and she and office bearers will deal with any outstanding matters and report back to next meeting.

7.0
Date and time of next meeting:

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 29th September 2009 at 7pm.
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